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♦ 
CONFEDEBATE   STATES   OF  AMEBICA, 
Bureau  op  Conscription, 

Richmond,    Va.<  Jan.  19,  1804. 
CIRCULAR  No.  3. 

To  Commandants  of  Conscripts. 

In  view  of  the  great  increase  of  special  applications  lor  exemption,  and 
the  facilities  with  which  signatures  are  obtained,  it  has  become  necessary 
to  prescribe  regulations  for  proceeding  in  such  eases,  to  prevent  the  allow- 
ance of  exemption  in  cases  speciously  presented,  and  supported  by  many 
signers,  with  some  show  of  testimony,  but  without  real  merit.  The  offi- 
cers of  conscription  will  therefore  be  governed  by  the  following  instruc- 
tions : 

I.  Every  application  should  be  sworn  to  by  the  applicant,  and  verified 
by  the  affidavits  of  at  least  two  respectable,  citizens,  who  are  personally 
acquainted  with  the  facts  testified  to  by  them. 

II.  Applications  so  verified  should  be  carefully,  particularly,  and  vigi- 
lantly investigated  by  the  local  enrolling  officers,  and  a  report  of  the 
facts,  with  their  opiuion  in  approval  or  disapproval,  forwarded,  through 
the  proper  official  channel,  with  the  application,  to  the  commandant. 

III.  The  investigation  should  not  be  confined  to  an  examination  of  the 
papers  alone,  or  into  the  truth  of  the  statements  therein  made,  but  should 
be  directed  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  all  the  tacts  and  circumstances  of 
the  ease,  and  tin-  exact  condition  of  the  parties  witli  relation  thereto,  that 
an  intelligent  opinion  on  its  merits  may  be  formed.  For  this  purpose, 
enquiries  should  be  instituted  of  pcrsous  unconnected  with  the  applica- 
tion. The  report  should  be  somewhat  in  detail,  setting  forth  seriatim  the 
facts  developed  in  the  investigation,  giving  briefly  the  reasons  for  the 
Opinion  expressed,  and  instead  of  being  put  in  the  form  of  an  endorse- 
ment, will  be  made  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 

IV.  In  expressing  his  own  opinion  of  approval,  the  commandant  will 
state  whether  he  recommends  permanent  or  temporary  exemption — and  if 
temporary,  for  what  length  of  time. 

V.  No  application  will  be  considered  unless  investigated  in  accordance 
with  these  instructions. 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  Supt. 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 

A.  A.  Gtnl. 
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CONFEDERATE    STATES   OF   AMERICA, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,   Va.,  Jan.  29,  1864. 
CIRCULAR  No.  5. 

I.  Commandants  will  forthwith  proceed  to  change  the  locality 
of  each  congressional  district  and  local  enrolling  officer,  and  each  con- 
gressional district  examining  surgeon.  Care  will  be  observed  not  to  place 
an  enrolling  officer  in  the  district  or  county  of  which  he  is  a  resident. 

II.  Public  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state  will  be  given  for 
twenty  days,  calling  for  the  presentation  to  the  enrolling  officers  of  all 
exemptions  heretofore  granted,  and  officers  will  be  instructed  carefully  to 
revise  them,  renewing  such  as  are  correct,  and  revoking  such  as  are  frau- 
dulent or  erroneous. 

III.  Corruption,  abuses  and  errors  are  known  to  exist,  and  the  purport 
of  this  Circular  is  to  endeavor  to  remedy  and  prevent  these  abuses,  and 
give  more  activity  to  the  service.  No  application  for  a  departure  from  its 
provision  will  be  considered. 

IV.  The  Superintendent  again  appeals  to  the  honor  and  patriotism  of 
the  commandants  of  conscripts,  and  directly  to  the  enrolling  officers,  for 
increased  diligence,  activity  and  energy  in  the  performance  of  the  impor- 
tant duties  confided  to  them. 

The  President,  the  Congress,  the  people  and  the  noble  armies  now  in  the 
field  look  to  the  authorities  of  conscription  to  maintain  and  increase  those 
armies,  and  thereby  secure  the  public  liberty.  Every  man  engaged  in 
this  service  should  feel  that  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  parents,  wives,  sisters  and  daughters  from  a  brutal  and  relentless 
enemy  depend  on  his  individual  exertion.  The  officer  of  conscription 
who  neglects  his  duty  or  abuses  his  trust  is  a  traitor  of  the  deepest  dye. 
Want  of  energy,  want  of  earnest,  honest,  untiring  diligence,  is  cowardly 
treason.  The  guilty  officer  may  perhaps  escape  present  detection  and 
punishment,  but  the  curse  of  God  and  his  country  will  fall  upon  him. 
We  have  been  told  what  we  are  expected  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it — and  if 
we  fail  to  get  into  the  field  by  the  1  st  of  May  every  man  the  law  requires 
us  to  send  there,  we  will  deserve,  and  will  certainly  receive  a  just  con- 
demnation. These  are  not  mere  idle  words  of  exhortation.  Let  us  fail, 
and  we  will  find  their  bitter  truth.    We  are  soldiers  assigned  to  this  ser- 


vice— the  most  delicate,  the  most  important  in  tho  public  defence.  Lei 
us  show  that  we  are  as  zealous  and  as  brave  as  our  brother  soldiers  who 
are  in  front  of  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  Supt. 

C  B.  DUFFIELD, 

A.  A.  Gent. 
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